TAKING SIDES ANALYSIS REPORT (SHORT FORM)

Name: Richard Wadman
Course: BIOL 1090, Human Biology
Article: “NR on Stem Cells: The Magazine Is Right”
Author and Citation: Ramesh Ponnuru in National Review (April 19, 2004)
Major thesis and position of author: Writer Ramesh Ponnuru argues that a single-celled human embryo is a living organism that directs its own development and should not be used for experimentation. He claims that stem cell research is amoral because it involves the use of human embryos. 
Answer the following as completely as you can from the material presented by the author:

1. Briefly state in your own words three facts presented.

Ponnuru states that a single-celled human embryonic stem cell is a living organism, and it directs its own development through embryonic to adulthood. Another thing he stated was that prudence had kept them from urging the president to fight for a ban on all research that destroys human embryos. 
2. Briefly state in your own words three opinions given.

Ponnuru thinks that using an embryonic stem cell for different purposes is destroying a human being. He also thinks it is possible to create a human embryo and sell it for research purposes at eight months. He doesn’t think the possibility that research on cloned fetuses will be thought to hold great promise. 
3. Identify in your own words the propaganda techniques used, if any.

I think Ramesh Ponnuru used naming calling in his article because he kept questioning Jeffrey Hart’s character and motives. I think he also used appeals to hatred because Ponnuru did not like the ideas that Hart had declared on embryonic stem cell research, and it was deceiving the minds of others. 
 4. What cause/effect relationships were stated or implied by the author?
For one thing, if you experiment an embryonic stem cell and change its purpose for something else, the embryo will die. Ponnuru also stated that when a zygote is formed, it will undergo stages of development sequentially from embryonic to adulthood. 
5. Were any of these cause/effect statements faulty? Why?

These cause and effect statements are not faulty because the Bush administration supported the beliefs that every human being begins as a single-cell zygote, and develops into an embryo, fetus, and then is born, and he enacted a moratorium on federal funding for embryonic stem cell research. 
6. Did you find evidence of other logical errors on the part of the author? Explain where and how for each of the topics listed below.

a. Distortion of Information Ponnuru didn’t use statistics in his article but he used research to support his viewpoint on stem cell research. He had biased information because of his membership in a political group. 
b. Faulty Analogy Ponnuru didn’t have analogies in his article whereas Jeffrey Hart used them to run wild ideas that are not true, such as using the idea that freezing and destroying are not the same thing but in reality they are. 
c. Oversimplification Ponnuru had no oversimplification in his article because he presented a discussion that answered all of the important questions whereas Jeffrey Hart did not do any of that.
d. Stereotyping In Ponnuru’s article, some scientists had stated that an embryo is an it because it doesn’t have any characteristics of a male or a female when strictly speaking other scientists has said that an embryo has a sex. 
e. Faulty Generalization He didn’t have any faulty generalizations in his article. Although, he did have some generalizations in his article but they were based on accurate information. For instance, if a zygote is formed, then it can undergo the developmental stages sequentially from embryonic to adulthood. 
7. How credible is the author? What are the author’s credentials for writing this presentation?

The author was credible because many people believed and supported Ponnuru that it is amoral to use human embryos for curing diseases. Ponnuru used relevant, accurate, and up-to-date information from the best sources possible. Many individuals believed that every human being begins as single-cell zygote, and develops into an embryo, fetus, and then is born. 
8. How does this material fit in with material in your text or material presented in class? Be specific.

In my text book, it talks about what stem cells are. Stem cells are undifferentiated cells that can be reprogrammed to act as a variety of cell types. As an embryo develops, its cells become less and less able to produce other cell types. Like the material from the Taking Sides book, it talks about stem cells too but in a health-related sense. Just like the issue on embryonic stem cell research from the Taking Sides book, my text book has a political cartoon that is on embryonic stem cell research also. The political cartoon has two images: one image shows that stem cell research is killing potential human lives while the other image shows that stem cell research can help cure certain diseases. For one thing, we can’t trust the political cartoon because cartoons are not peer reviewed. Only research articles in journals can be peer-reviewed. In this case, some articles in the Taking Sides book can be credible because they are peer-reviewed and have well-supported information to back up a claim. 
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